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To the Honoured 


of Cheapfſiow"s-Grange. in Monmonthſhire. 


a0 


181 R,. 


Know not whether I ſhould firit crave Tous 

| Patronage, or Tour Pardon, for preſuming to 
fix Your Name to this Sermon, who am an en- 

tire Stranger to Tou. = — 44 
But though I am a Stranger to Tour Perſon, J 

am none to Tour Virtues; the Fame whereof bath 
ſngled Tou out, as One of a Thouſand, who truly 14 
deſerves the Character of an Honeſt Gentleman = 
and a Good Chriſtian. be te LEO | 
Por moit Gentlemen make large and ample Pro- a. 
Flons of their Zeal for the Eſtabliſbd Church; 11 
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but they are but few, who purſue thoſe ſure Methods #4 
155 T it, that Tou do And next to the watch- 4 
ful Hand of Providence, its Preſervation will -be 1 


owing to ſuch Zealous Members, and Faithful A! 
Sons as Tou are. Th ” 1 
F indeed to abuſe the Clergy, and to ſtarve them, 
be the Way to keep out Popery, the Proteſtant Reli- 43 
gion is in no manner of Danger amongſt us: But, | 
vir, Tow are of Opinion, that the Way to ſupport a 
Church is, to raiſe ber Pillars out of Poverty and F} 
Contempt; and to that good End, You have chear- 
fuly advanc'd conſiderable Sums of Money (to ob- 15 
JJ AS an 


The DEDICATION: A 
tain the Late Queen's Bounty) for the Augmenta- 
tion of ſome of the Neighbouring Clergy's Mainte- 
nance ;, which will be a laſting Monument of Tour 
Piety to Your Mother Church that bare You, which 
T hope will continue to the End of Time, 

 T will forbear to mention Your many other com- 
mendable Qualities; and what Fame relates of 
Tour Excellent Parts, Sobriety, and Charity to the 
Poor Nor had I offended Tou in publiſhing Tour 
Bounty to the Clergy (which You deſign'd ſhould be 
as private as it might be) but in order to Propoſe Le 
Your Example to the Imitation of other Gentlenen 
lite Fortune, who might do a great deal of good 
to the Church of Chriſt, if they had a Heart like 
Yours. For it is a Bleſſing to pa a fair Eſlate, 
but it is a greater Bleſſing to have a Heart to do 
good with it, And both theſe Bleſſmgs God hath 
 beftowsd upon Tou; and may he ſtill multiply them 
21pon Tou, for my Brethren and Companions Sake, 
h Tot have oblig d to join with me in fervent 
Prayer for the Proſperity of Tour Houſe and Family; 6 
that there may never be wanting an Heir of Tour 
Name, to inherit Tour Eſtate and Virtues, So 
pPrayeth, | _ 


HFondoured 81 R, 
Your moſt Devoted, 


and moſt Humbly Obedient Servant, 


Nobert Griffith: 


Woolaſton, Jul 
the gth,1716., 
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‚——[—U—P—ỹ —„— ALE I — 2 — —— AY aac 109": h o wands AY MO 


/ 2 
* — „ 2 — - 
Ws 772 WH, 2 
q ed j f! 7 „ Ht ” IJ 
D 7 , LE Zo IO 
\ RJ, l 4,0. N 7 
NY D Hh; WV ? 


2 


Gar. VI. 6. 1] 
Let him that is tanght ; in the Mord, 


| communicate unto him that teach- 
| ah in all good TNF. 


= HIS Text ſhews the Reciprocal Duty. 
of Paſtor and People. For, as Commu- 
unicating implies a Duty on the Peo- 

f ff ples Part, ſo doth Teaching imply a 
Duty on the part of the Miniſter : 
And the Reaſon why Teaching here, 
nd elſewhere in Scripture, denotes the whole Paſto- 

al Office, is, Becauſe it is the Means whereby we 4 
ome to know the Credenda and Agenda of our Religi- {| 
n: For, faith the Apoſtle, Faith comes by hearing, iz | 

"4 hearing by the Word of God, chat is, Taught, or 15 


teach'd. FE 
But by Reaſon of ſo many Teachers, who run 4; . = 
re they are ſent ; and take upon them the Office of „ 
aſtors, without a Divine Commiſſion; it is neceſſa- = 


nt, I in his Place to enquire, who our Lawful 1 eachers 
e; becauſe to them only the Apoſtle here cnjoins 

ö ö to Communicate. For Falſe Teachers have no Right co 
Our 
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And this Call is properly ſaid to be Internal ; becau 


Other Supernatural Call or Gift we pretend to non: 


61 of Hliniſtring about Holy Toings, we pretend t. 
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our hearing, conſequently none to our Benevolence; 


but the more liberal we are to Deceivers, the greater 
Sin we commit; becauſe we encourage them thereby“ 
to continue their Schiſm; and at the ſame time with- 


bold good from our Lawful Paſtors, to hom alone it is 7 
due. I ſhall therefore, 1 9 5 
I. Enquire, who are our Lawful Paſtors, And, ſy 
II. Shew the Peoples Duty to Communicate to them © 

in all good things, And as the Apoſtles Intent in my, 


Text was only to enforce the Peoples Duty towards} © * 
their Paſtors; ſo that only ſhall be the Subject of this 
preſent Diſcourſe, But p 85 


FS |= 

I. We are to enquire, who are our Lawful Paſtors L 
Now to conſtitute a Lawful Paſtor, or Teacher, the I * 
ternal, and the External Call, are both neceſſary : B * 
the Internal Call I mean, not any immediate Appoint 5 
ment or Deſignation of any Perſon, by God, or b i? 
Revelation, or ſecret Impulſe of the Spirit, whic x | 
ſome Pretenders to Supernatural Gifts maintain to b -.* 
Neceſſary, and All. ſufficient to qualify any Man fo 878 
the Miniſiry, without the External Call. No, by thi 5 
Internal Call, we mean only a Competency of Divin a, 
Knowledge, and good Learning ; adorn'd with at Ap 


Exemplary Life; and join'd with an ardent Deir 
(for the Glory of God, and the Good of Mens Souls 
ro ſerve God in, the Sacred Miniſtry of his Churc 


God's Inward Grace Co-operates with our Endeavouli 


But, as Munus, in Authors Sacred as well as Propban 
frequently ſignifies an Office, as well as a Gift; fotl 


to which they have no Right, who refuſe to ſub 
to Epiſcopal Ordination, or the External Call: It bein 
no ſmall Gifr, or Divine Favour, (which is in Sen 
the ſame) that God doth count any Man fairhſs! (be 
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'M well ſoever qualifyed) by putting bim into the Mi- 
1115 yJ. | | 5 | 

J nd the better to qualify a Perſon for this Sacred 

4 Truſt, St. Paul doth require in a Paſtor, K rara F 


MY e, ſound and learned Doctrine, Titus 1. 9. But in 
theſe later Ages, Miniſters are not to expect this Gift, 
ſupernaturally, without the Concurrence of their 

„Icon Induſtry. 8 1 5 


It is true, our Lord promiſed to give his Apoſtles 
. a Mouth and Wiſdom ſupernatural, which all their Ad- 
ver ſaries ſhould not be able to gainſay. But then, it is as 


wire, that this / Promiſe was made only to them; 
and then only, when they were brought before Kings 
and Ralers to plead his Cauſe, And we may obſerve 
1 farther, (to the Shame and Condemnation of Enthu- 


haſts, who pretend now to the like Gift) that Chriſt 
Þ doth not promiſe here to give his Apoſtles a Mouth on- 
ly, i. e. Volubility of Speech and Utterance ; but 
bald Wiſdom with it, to guide and direct it, in all 
0 their Sermons and Diſcourſes. So that their Preach- 
0 ing was Nervous, as well as Orthodox; and their 
speech erernegeT&, i. e. ſuch as could not be reſiſted 
or gainſay d; whereas, what Enthuſiaſts now deliver 
tempore, is nothing but empty and noiſy Harangue; 
by and ſcarce one entire Sentence of Senſe or true Eng- 
% ſpoken, but what is borrow'd or ſtolen from other 
Authors, And yet, the Miniſters of the Church of 
England, who weigh every Sentence, as in the Ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary, Which they, in God's Name and. 
Preſence, are to deliver to the People, are rraduc'd, 
as Carnal Golpellers, ſuch as ſtudy Affectation and 
Oratory, to gain Credit and Applauſe, rather than 
Preach and Seek the Things of Teſus Chriſi and bis 
W 1 EI 
This is the Charity of Separatifs rowaris the 
Church; and by it we may know hat Spirit they 
are of, viz. the Spirit of Pride, Contention, and 
Vain-glory, whereas the Spirit of Chrig, is 2 Spirit 


Of 
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of Charity, and Peace, of Meekneſs and Holineſs 


| And the way for Men to become truly Spiritual, or 8 
Gifted, is, to deny their own private Spirit of Self. * 
= love, and Conceit of Knowledge, and to ſubmit to 8 
'| the Spirit of the Church, with which our Saviour 4 
FL hath promiſed to be always, even to the end of the World, 5 
| How always, and to the end of the World? Why, h 
1 by his Omnipotent Power to protect it from all it; 1 
Enemies, Spiritual and Temporal; and by his Holy 0 
bly Spirit to Sanctify and to Preſerve it from all dange- . 
| + ho and to guide it in all neceſſary and ſaving 0 
W rut hs. ED 25 e 5 | — 

ö N But if any thinłk of himſelf above what he ought to N 
fl FI think ; and pretend to new Ligbt, and Spiritual Rap- ” 
| tures, to draw away weak and unſtable People after “ 
ak bim; let the Prophet Ezekiel reprove him, Wee, ſays li 
"ts be, to the fooliſh Prophet, that follows his own Spirit, and L 
bo has ſeen nothing. _ %%% ol a th 

A That there are Diverſities of natural Giſts, none Y * 

can deny: But theſe are common to all Men, good d 
and bad. And if having a good ſtock of Aſſurance Y * 
(or rather Impudence) with a voluble Tongue, and! 
ſtrong Lungs ; if to be able to ſpin out (by the help (0 
of a ſturdy Conſtitution) an Harangue Excemporary I © 

of Two or Three Hours Length, with an Air of P- 

affected Zeal and Devotion, in ſo many Riſings and 5 


Cadencies; if, I ſay, to be able to ſpeak to pleaſe 
weak and vulgar Underſtandings, and to hit a thing be 
off. hand, without halting or premeditation, be a Spi- 
ritual Gift, and is ſufficient to qualify any Perſon for 
the Miniſtry; then there is no Reaſon, why Law- 
yers, Stage-Players, and Poets, may not put in their | 
Claim, as well as the molt gifted Sectaries of them all. 
Becauſe many of theſe Gentlemen (though they do 
not pretend to more Sanctity than other Men) do 
yet excel the ableſt Divines in the Gift of Utterance 
and Eloquence. But will any Man ſay, that they | 
may therefore ſet up for Teachers, and exerciſe - 
es SY Gift, 
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Gift, (as ſome whimſical Enthuſiaſts love to term it) 


without an external Commiſſion ? At this rate we 


might have as many Teachers, as there are Perſons 
of Learning, of any Profeſſion or Calling. Bur 
St. Paul (a YS , No Man taketh this Honour to bimſelf, 
but he who is lawfully called of God , as was Aaron, 
That the Apoſtle doth not here mean the Inward 
Call only, is plain, both from the Compariſon which 


he makes between Aaron and a Chriſtian Prieſt; and 


from the following Verſes, in which he ſays, That 


Chriſt Jeſus glorified not himſelf to be made an 


High- Prieſt; i. e. He took not that Office upon him, 
without the External Call. And that this was the Ex- 
ternal Call, appears from the Words of the Commil- 
ſion, which, the Apoſtle fays, run in theſe Words, The 


Lind fware,aud will not repent, thou art aPrieſt for ever after 


the Order of Melchiſedeck, So that this External Call 


is not only a Levitical, but an Evangelical Inſtituti- 


on, as Eſſential to the Chriſtian Prieſthood, as it 


was to the Aaronical. — Nor is it a ſmall Confirms 


tion of my Argument, that Chriſt was conſecrated 


to his Prie{thood with an Oath — The Lord ſware, & c. 
to denote the Unchangeableneſs and Duration of his 
Priethood; whereas the Fewiſh Prieſts were conſe- 


erated without an Ozth, to ſignify that the Levitical 
Prieſthood might be chang d, to make room for a 
better and a more perfect Sacrifice. 


Now ta what other End did the Son of God him- 


ſelf condeſcend to bz thus conſecrated or ordain'd to 


his Office, but to teach Chriſtians, by his own Ex- 
ample, to ſubmit to the Ordinances of his Church; 
and to ſhew them, that he requires nothing more of 


them, than what he perform'd himſelf in his own _ 
Perſon, whilſt he was upon Earth : Therefore, ſaith 


he to his Apoſtles, as the Father hath ſent me, fo ſend J 


jou ; intimating, that he himſelf took not upon him 
any Office before he was ſent : But having received 


his Commitſion from the Father, he be ſtow'd the 


B ſame 
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ſame upon them, which they again were to confer 
upon others, and ſo on, ſucceflively, to the End of 
the World. Whence we may conclude, without any 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity, that they who thruſt 
themſelves into the Miniſtry , and take upon them 
the Charge of Men's Souls, without a Divine Com- 


miſſion, are no true Paſtors, but falſe Apoſtles, and 


deceitful i//orkers, how great or real ſoever their 
Gifts, or how pleaſing and popular ſoever their 
Teaching may be in the Opinion of their poor, gid- 
dy and deluded Followers. „ Wi 

That the State hath tolerated ſuch Teachers, is no 
wen ning of my Argument, unleſs we will condemn 
the Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and New Te- 


ſtament, and the Canons and Decrees, and Practice 


of tlie Univerſal Church of Chriſt to this Day. For 


n Haman Act, no, not an Act of Parliament, can 


make that lawful, which the Law of God declares to 


be ctherwiſe ; or which is directly and in expreſs 
Terms contrary to Divine Revelation. So that this 


Thread bare Plea will never juſtify Separatiſts, whe- 
J or Fehewers, Eon 8 
Ir is the great Misfortune of Separatiſts, to be car- 


ried away with this Opinion of their Teachers ; viz. 


To think that they are lawful Miniſters, only becauſe | 
they believe their Doctrine to be ſound and ſalutary ; | 
that they take more Pains to awaken Men to a Senſe 
both of their Duty and of their Danger, than the 
Church Miniſters do; that for this Reaſon they hope 
to be juſtified before God for their Separation, be- 
cauſe that Regard which they owe to their Souls, 
and the common Salvation, ſeems to neceſſitate it; 
not conſidering that even Deceivers and falſe Teach⸗ 
ers may preach wholſome and true Doctrine; that 
the Doctrine is not to be condemn'd, but thoſe who 
teach it, without lawful Authority. For the Devil 
himſelf, to ſerve his Ends, will ſometimes preach: 
When he tempted Chriſt, he aſſail'd to W 

| bim 
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bim with Texts of Scripture ; and ſays he to Gods 


Skin and all, will a Man give for his Life. A great 
Truth, out of a great Lyar's Mouth. 

But as Satan is known by his Cloven Foot, ſo may 
his Miniſters be deſcried by thoſe Doctrines which 
they teach and propagate, and which ſerve to imbit- 
ter the Spirits of their Followers againſt the Church, 
and put them upon ſeeking all Opportunities to ſub- 


vert and deſtroy iz. Now Deceivers, to gain their 


Purpoſes, muſt learn to counterfeit, and get a Liveli- 
hood by a Separation ; muſt pretend (if they will 
draw Multitudes after them) to a new Revelation, 
great Sanctity of Life, Self-Denial, and a greater 
Zeal for farther Reformation. They muſt have an ex- 
quiſitely nice Talent, or Gift of pleaſing itching Ears, 
and raiſing old Womens Paflions ; and muſt make 
many Wry Faces, to cauſe a few wet ones; otherwiſe 
they will find but a ſlender Appearance of benevolent 
Saints at the Quarterly Meeting, how well ſoever they 
may chance to pleaſe at other Times. The Scri- 
pture tells us of ſome Men who are judicially given 
up to believe Lies, becauſe they hold the Truth in Un- 
righteouſneſs: And this is the ſad Condition of thoſe 
wavering and unſtable Souls, who run from their 
lawful Teachers, under Pretence of better Edificati- 
on. And when once they take up this giddy Hu- 
mour, like Sheep troubled with the Megrim, running 
from their own Shepherds, they run ſo long, till 
they run at laſt out of their Wits, and know not 
where to fix or ſettle; like thoſe of whom St. Paul 
complains in his Time; who, though they were 
always learning , and running from Place to Place to 
hear Sermons ; yet, for all that, he faith, they never 
came to the Knowledge of the Truth ; but a Kind of 
Jangling and Wranpling Knowledge, and oppoſing all o- 

thers, which he calls, Knowledge falſely ſo call'd , 
WW e 
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over them, — — 

If then our Brethren of the Laity will profit by 
the Miniſtry, and by hearing of Sermons, and truly 
5 edify their Souls, they muſt attend the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of Chriſt more duly; / 


Theſe are they who are in their Conceits wiſer 


than their Teachers, and take upon them to preſcribe 


Biſhops how to govern, and their Miniſters how to 
preach ; affirming Things they ought not, and cen- 


ſuring Things they know nothing of, which the A- 
poſtle calls, a ffretching of themſelves above Meaſure, 


1 Cor. 10. 14. Now this, by the way, is not that So- 
ber- mindedneſs or Wiſdom, which St. Paul com- 
mendeth, as beſt becoming a meek and teachable 
Chriſtian. And, as the Clergy do not take upon 
them , to give Rules to Lawyers and Phyſicians how 
to plead and preſcribe ; nor to Magiſtrates or Juſti- 


ces of the Peace, how to govern and to adminiſter 


Juſtice ; nor to Tradeſmen and Farmers , how to 
deal and plow :; So it muſt needs be, as the Prophet 


calls it, a ſtretching beyond their Line in them, to cen- | 


ſure and judge their Miniſters, and to direct them 


how co live and preach. This, in the Language of 


Holy Writ, is to controul the Prieſt, and to ſet them- 
ſelves over thoſe very Perſons whom God hath ſet 
Hof. 4. 4. | 


and cleave to their own Church and Paſtor more 


conftantly ; conſidering that true and ſaving Edifica- 


tion doth not depend upon the Ability, Strength, or 


Warmth of their Teachers, bur chiefly upon their 
_ own teachable Diſpoſition , upon their quiet and 


peaceable Submiſſion to their lawful Governors; 


and upon that Love, Honour, and Reſpect, which 
they bear towards the Perſons of their Miniſters for 
Chhriſt's Sake. „„ i 


Many Paſtors there are, who are diſabled by Age 


and Weakneſs, and other bodily Infirmities, and 
thereby become incapable of performing their Du- 
fy, with ſo much Content to the People, $4 THY 


A 


— BURY 


I Strength perfect in our Miniſters Weakneſs - 
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who are more healthy and ſtrong. But this is ſo far 


from being any Excuſe to the People, for forſaking 
a weak and an infirm Miniſter, that, on the contrary, 
it is 2 very good Reaſon why they ſhould reſort 


more conſtantly , and adhere the more firmly to 
him; both for his Encouragement and Prayers, that 


he may do his Duty with Joy, and not with Grief; | 
and for that Blefling of God, who maketh his 


For in ſuch Caſes God's Grace alone is ſufficient for 
us. And certainly ſuch a Behaviour towards an 
aged and diſabled Paſtor, well becomes the Gratitude 
of Meek, and Docile, and Peaceable Pariſhioners, 
eſpecially if he has ſpent his Strength, and waſted 
his Spirits, and conſum'd his Lamp on their Ser- 
vice. Will the People then forſake their Miniſter 
in his old Age, when he has moſt need of their 
Countenance and Encouragement ? Be not de- 
ceived ; God Almighty abhors the Sacrifices of 
ſuch fickle and unſettled, and unſtable Men ; nor 
will he ever give a Bleſſing to the miſtaken Zeal of 
thoſe who follow other Teachers for ſuch idle Pre- 
tences. „„ | 755 | 
I am not ignorant, that Miniſters are accus'd, as 
Men of the moſt idle and indolent Lives; all our 
Labour being no more (as our Enemies ſay) no more, 
than turning over now and then a few Books, to 
compoſe a few Sermons, and to ſay Service in the 
Church once or twice a Week. 3350000 
But the more Charitable Part of the Laity, eſpe- 
cially Gentlemen and Scholars, believe and know the 
contrary, viz, That the Labour of the Mind far ex- 
ceeds that of our Bodies; that it is more painful to 
Study in good earneſt, than it is to Plow or Threſn; 
becauſe it conſumes natural Moiſture more; it ſpends 
the Spirits more, and brings old Age ſooner. There- 
iore the Holy Gho#t calls the Miniſtry, the Work of 
ine Miziſtry, Eph. 4. 12, And a worthy Work, 
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x Tim. 2. 1. And ſays, That they were worthy of 
double Honour, who labourd in the Word and Do- 
ctrine; and commands the Laity to love ſuch in ſin- 


gular Love for their Work's ſake, 1 Thef. 5. 12, 13. 


Hence it is, that the Holy Scripture uſually com. 
pares the Work of the Miniſtry, to the Work of the 
Hus bandman, the Sower, Reaper, and Labourer in the 
Vineyard: And likewiſe a Miniſter to a Builder, to | 


, ß ne ng 
So that the People ſhould not Judge of the Pain- 


fulneſs of the Miniſterial Office by the outward Ap- 
pearance; but when it is manifeſt, that Miniſters 
are wittingly unfaichful, in doing the Work of the | 
Lord megligently ; of which they ſhall one Day give a 


very ſevere and ſtrict account. 1 5 1 
T have now done with the firſt part of my Diſ- 


courſe, which was, to ſhew who our Lawful Paſtors 
are. I proceed, 


II. To the Peoples Duty to Communicate to them 
20 all good things. ou Or SJ 

T am not inſenſible of the Ungratefulneſs of the 
Subject J have undertaken to handle, nor of my own 
Inſufficiency and Unworthineſs to manage it to Ad- 


vantage; therefore muſt, by way of Apology, beg 
leave to offer ſome Reaſons, why I think it moſt 


proper at this time, to treat altogether of the Peoples 
Duty towards their Paſtors, and not rather jointly, 


of the reciprocal Duty of both. My Reaſons are, 


(i..) Becauſe it ſeems needleſs to purſue the com- 
mon Practice of making the Duty of Miniſters, the 
Subject Matter of our Sermons and Charge at Viſitations ; | 
which Practice, what Influence ſoever it may have 
had upon the Lives of the Clergy, has certainly had 
very ill Effects upon the Minds of ſowre and peeviſn 
People, and Perſons Diſaffected, who are more rea- 
dy to hear Complaints of their Miniſters, than to 

FS J 
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learn their Duty towards them. It has only ſerv'd to 
ſet People as Spies over their Paſtors, and to teach 
them to put the worſt Conſtruction upon their Acti- 
ons, and to magnify every little, accidental, invo- 
untary Miſcariage of theirs, as through a multiply- 


I ing-Glaſs. The Clergy are 5oromfd;, Men ſubject 


to the ſame Paſſions with other Men; and Charity 


could teach Men to conclude, that they, being to 


each others, ſhould know already their own Duty, 


und ſo need not to be ſtirred up to a Diligent and 


„ Conſcientious Diſcharge of it, by way of Remembrance 
only. „ N 


my Conduct; who, when he was compelled to it, 


and to aſſert its Maintenance. And ſince it is equally 


Duties; and the rather, becauſe our Saviour tells us, 
Mercy and Fudgment are the chief things of Religion, 


plainly what is not grateful to their Fleſh and Blood, 
ik ic be their Duty co know and practiſe it, that, on 
„he contrary, we are Partakers of their Guilt, and ac- 


ceſſary to the Ruin of our ſelves and them, if we ſuf- 


fer any ſin to lie upon them. But, 


; Ne, fo much need to vindicate the Honour, and aſſert 
e che Maintenance of the Clergy , as at this time; for 
d e days are evil, and dangerous; and the generality 
+ 


of the Countrey People are full of Strife and Debate; 
of Envy and Uneaſineſs, and an unaccountable An- 
o M'pathy co Perſons of better Learning and Manners ; 
n full of Coverouſneſs, and what ſavours of the Clod, or 


ck Clay, (as the Prophet elegantly ) 1 


(2.) Becauſe I have the Apofle's Example to juſtify 
E thought it no Diſparagement to magnify his Office, 
F incumbent upon the Clergy to teach their People the 


Duties of Juſtice and Moral Honeſty, as any other 


without which, all other Duties will ſignify nothing ; 
itis ſo far from being a Crime to tell the People 


e 6.0 There was never, perhaps, in any Chriſtian 
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they ſeek to load themſelves; and moſt of them Lovers | 
of Themſelves, of the World, and Mammon, more 
than of God; generally ſeeking, every one, his own 
Profit, and not the things of Feſus Chriſt, and his 
Church; chuſing to ſerve. God in a way that cot: 
them nothing, whilſt their Teachers are covered with 
Poverty and Reproach, and ſcarce reckon'd fit (as 
Job ſpeaks) to be ſet with the Dogs of their Flick, 


Py. at em ow i. 


(4.) Becauſe the Sin of Sacrilege forebodes great 
Miſchief to this Church and Kingdom; and whilt Y © 
the Enemies of both, are forward enough to lay to 
the Charge of the Clergy, all the Diſtractions and © 
 Tumults which happen'd of late in the Nation, and 
never once conſider the true Original of their Cala- YI 7 
mities; I hope the Clergy of England may be allow'd .. 
to complain, (without being arraign'd for meddling ., 
with Politicks) as well as St. Auſtin, who in one of .. 
his Sermons de Tempore, ſays, That the covetous Cold- .. 
_ neſs of Chriſtians in his Time, perſuading them to 
rob God, and to withdraw part of his Portion from 
the Miniſters, was à grand Preſage of Wars, and other 
Calamities coming upon them in Africa, (as indeed 
they ſoon after felt) when the Soldiers Rapine would 
revenge the Injury done to the Church. His Words! 
are very remarkable; Quia, ſays he, diſceſſit devotio, 
cacƷ4ceſſit indictio Fiſci; & dabis impio Militi, quod non 
dabis Sacerdoti, i. e. You ſhall have Taxes for your 
Indevotion and Sin of Sacrilege, and ſhall be obliged | 
to give to a wicked Soldier, what you detain from 
, nn 
Por theſe Reaſons therefore, permit me, belovd 
Brethren of the Laity, in the Fear of God, to prove} 
to you very briefly, your Miniſters Right to that, 
Maintenance which the Apoſtle in my Text enjoins 
you to yield to them. And in this, my Deſign is not 
to beg any thing more of you, than that you would 
quietly permit us to enjoy our own, according 0 
| FX "MY "2 add 
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Equity, and the common Maxim even of honeſt 
Heathens, Jus ſuum cuique Tribuendum. A Right then 
the Clergy have to that Maintenance which is ſettled 
upon them, more indiſputable than any Lay-man's 
Right whatſoever to his Eſtate. My Time will per- 
mit me to mention only a Threefold RIg&t. 

The 1 / is a Divine Right, founded upon an Evan- 
gelical Inſtitution: Do ye not know, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


1Cor. 9. 13, 14. ſpeaking of the Levitical Prieſthood, 


that they who miniſter about holy things, live of the things 
of the Temple ; and they who wait at the Altar, are par- 
takers of the Altar, (part of the Sacrifice being appoint- 
ed by God for the Prieſt's Maintenance); even ſo hath 
the Lord ordained, that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, Weges a Learned Author ſays, 
„ That this Text was à Concluſion drawn from 

many Premiſes in the foregoing Verſes; and im— 


« plies that this was not any Advice of Apoſtolical 


„Prudence, but a ſtanding Ordinance of the Goſpel, 


binding the Conſciences of Men by the Divine 


“Authority thereof. 
For the Apoſtle ſaith, it was an Ordivancs of 


Jeſus Chriſt ; oven ſo hath the Lord ordaind); and for 
this Ordinance we refer our ſelves to the 1oth of 


St, Matthew, where our Saviour gives his Apoſtles 
Authority to receive of the People, all things ne- 


ceſſary to ſupport them in the diſcharge of their 
Office, for this Reaſon, viz. becauſe the Labogrer is 


worthy of his Hire: And Lis commands them to 


provide neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs in their 


Purſes, nor Scrip for "their Tourney, nor two Coats, 
nor yet Staves, i. e. neither Neceſſarics, nor Conveni— 


encies, becauſe they were worthy to receive theſe 


things at the Hands of their Converts. 


But poor Qua ers, and other Enthuſiaſts, know not 


how to reconcile this Ordinance of Chriſt with the 


foregoing Text, Freely ye have rec:.wed, freely give; not 


conhidering that our Saviour here ſpeaks of Miracles 
| only, 
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all theſe things, without exacting a Reward for 4 


of St. Paul; the Apoſtle did not intend by them, to 


mit their Right, or for the People to detain it. 


vix. Becauſe the falſe Teachers amongſt them had 
inſinuated, that it was unlawful for the Apoſtle to 
receive any Reward for his Labours ; that they them- 


freely; and therefore, ſaith St. Paul, what I do, that 


off occaſion from them who deſir d occaſion, that wherein | 
they gloried, they might be found even as he, i. e. that, 


more in preaching the Goſpel freely, than he did 
himſelf, 2 Cor. 11. 7, 9, 12, 13, 14. But that he 
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only, as appears from theſe words, Heal the Sick, h 


cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt ont Devils, i. e. do C 


them ; and then immediately follows the Reaſon, 
viz, becauſe freely ye have receiv'd, i. e. the Power b 
of working Miracles; therefore freely beſtow it for 
the Benefit of Perſons afflicted with ſuch Diſeaſes: he 
But for the other Parts of their Office, our Saviour 1 ”' 


doth, in the very next Verſes, empower his Apoſtles, . 
and in them all the ſucceeding Miniſters of the Go- . 
ſpel, to receive that Hire which their Labour was 5 
worthy of; and in St. Luke, ch. 10. 8. to tarry in b 
that Village, or Town, where they were receiv, / 7 
and there continue, i. e. till they went into another be 


Region, eating and drinking ſuch things as the People 
gave them, becauſe the Lavourer was worthy of bis fo 


Ts 8 „ a 
But for the other ſeemingly contradictory Texts | of 


propoſe his own Example for other Miniſters to re- 
The Reaſon why he preached the Goſpel freely to 
the Church of Corinth; why be did at the preſent, and 


why he did intend, for the future, in all things to 
keep himſelf from being burdenſome to them, was this, 


ſelves, on the contrary, had preached the Goſpel 


I will do, i. e. as he had not taken any Reward of 


them hitherto, ſo neither would he receive any for „ 
the future, for this Reaſon, viz, That he might cut - 


for all their boaſting, they might be found to do no 


bad 
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had Power to receive of them, as well as of other 


Churches, what was neceſſary for his Support, he 
doth even in this very Chapter aſſert; for Verſe the 
8th, 1 have, ſays he, robb'd other Churches, i. e. J have 
been the more chargeable to them, taking Wages of 
them, to do you Service. Here he expreſly ſays, that 
he took Wages of other Churches. For what? Was it 
not for his Preaching, and Labour, and the Exerciſe 
of his Function amongſt them? For what proceeded 
from mere Bounty and Benevolence, could not be 

call'd Wages, For therefore doth the Apoſtle call the 
Reward of his Labours Wages, becauſe it was no more 
than a juſt Debt; and what he could demand of the 
People by virtue of a Divine Ordinance ; which he had 


before prov'd Miniſters Maintenance to be, in his 


former Epiſtle : And if he had done otherwiſe in this 


latter, he muſt have been inconſiſtent with himſelf, 


which I hope no ſober Quaker will ſay of an Apoſtle 
of Feſus Chriſt ; and which, nevertheleſs, they do 
and muſt in effect ſay, who urge this Chapter as an 


Authority againſt receiving and paying of Tythes. 


Thus, we may obſerve, how wretchedly ſome 
mad Enthuſiaſts confound the Holy Scriptures; and 


make them juſtle and daſh one againſt another, to 
accommodate them to their avaricious Purpoſes, and 
to make them ſpeak what the Holy Spirit never 
MM CER C 
But, ſay they, the Levitical Prieſthood is now 
But, I fay, this is not a Levitical Ordinance on- 


ceaſed, and the Ordinance for Tythes ſhould ceaſe 


ly; for Tythes were paid long before the Levitical 


Law, Abraham paid Tythes to Melchiſedeck upwards of 


400 Years before; how long before that, the Scrip- 
ture is ſilent : But that is no Argument, that Tythes 
were not paid even from the beginning ; it is high- 


ly reaſonable to believe that they were, at leaſt as 


2 


— 


ſoon as the Publick Worſhip of God was ſet up; elſe 


Wann 
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how came Abraham to. pay Tythes to Melchiſedeck ? 


Did he pay Tyrhes only by Revelation, or the imme- 


diate Appointment of God? Did he never pay them 


before? Neicher of theſe can be prov'd, and there- 


fore he might have paid Tythes to Melchiſedeck, from 

an immemorial Cuſtom of the Church, for oughr 
any thing that appears to the Contrary from Scrip- 
ture. 

Beſides all this the Malchifdician Prieſthood, was 


exactly correſpondent to the Chriſtian; and might be 
rather call'd a Mode] than a Prototype. Will the Qua- 


kers own that there is a Chriſtian Prieſthood ? If 


there be, then what Reaſon can they give why a ow 


ſhould be more liberal to a Jewiſh Prieſt, than a 
Chriſtian to a Miniſter of Chriſt 2 And if the Chri- 


ſtian Prieſthood excels, and is more honourable than 
the Aaronical, then a more nonourable Maintenance 


is neceſſary to ſupport it. 
They ſay, we cannot produce a direct Goſpel Pres 


cept for the Payment of Tythes; neither can they 
themſelves produce à Scripture Proof, or direct Com- 


mand for the changing of the Sabbath from the Se- 


venth to the Firſt Day of the Week; much leſs for 


ſetting aſide the Two Sacraments, of Baptiſm, and 
the Lord s. Supper ; and for obſerving ſome nice and 


little punctilios, which they make a AME I” their 
Doctrine and Set. 


The Quakers {till object, and ſay, Thar Chri#t and 


his Apoſtles never received or demanded Tjthes. 


No, they did not, for very good Reaſons. The 


(r.) Is, becauſe in their Time Jythes were paid to 
another Prie#hood; for the Jewiſh Priefiheod conti- 
nued to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. Nor did our 


Saviour or his Apoſtles endeavour to evacuate, or 
change it, till God was pleas'd to do it for them, 


by the Power of the Romans. Had they requir'd Tythes, 
of thoſe who paid them already to another Prie ft hood, 
the Impoſit ftion had been too hard for the People to 

bear; 
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bear; for then they muſt have paid Tythes twice; 


they muſt have paid the Fifth inftead of the Tenth 
art. 

That they were not immediately paid after the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, nor demanded by the fſur- 
viving Apoftles and their Succeſſors, the Reaſon was, 


Becauſe moſt of the firſt Chriſtian Converts were but 


poor; and they who had Riches, or Lands, were 
forc'd, for the preſent Perſecution, to fly from them ; 
few only excepted : And for them, they were fer- J 
ward of themſelves, and gave a great deal more than 
the Tenth ; fold even all that they had, and Wengee 
the Money and laid at the Apoitles feet. | 

The Qua bers laſt Shift, and chief Objection is, 
that it is againſt his tender Conſcience to pay Tythe. 

Bur I would ask my Friend, whether or no plead- 
ing of Conſcience would ſerve his Turn for not paying 
the King's Taxes. Is it not ſtrange, that Men ſhould 
pretend Conſcience to juſtify the vileſt Actions, ſuch as 
Sacrilege, and Robbery, and Schiſm ? Such a Conſcience, 
is no other than the Conſcience of a Thief or a High- 
way. Man, who wou'd pretend it to be againſt his 
Conſcience, to ſuffer an honeſt Man travelling on the 
Road to keep his Money. As if it were any extenua- 
tion of ſuch a one's Crime to ſay, Look ye, honeſt. 
Friend, Money is ſcarce with me, and it is againſt 
my Conſcience to let you keep it, when I want it 
my ſelf. Such, I ſay, and worſe is the Conſcience 
of thoſe , who commit Sacrilege, and detain the 
Ththes from Miniſters ; who have as much Right to 
them, by the Law of God and the State, as a Man has 
to his Money in his Pocket, or the King to his Taxes | 
from his Subjects. For, 

(2.) The Clergy have a Right to the Tenth by 
immemorial Preſcription, which every one of com- 
mon Senſe knows obtains the Force of Law. But 


not to inſiſt upon this Tenure; when Devout Chri- |} 
Mans 1 in the Primitive Times, were free'd from Per- ; 


ſecution, 


— — 
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ſecution, and eſpecially when the State came into 
the Church; they gave not only Free-will Offer 


ings and Oblations, but the Tenth likewiſe of all 


their Profits, both Perſonal and Predial; out of which 


the Biſhops and Presbyters were maintain d. And 
they did this, not only out of mere Cuſtom and 


Bounty, but out of Zeal and Conſcience, Thank 
fulneſs and Duty, as coming neareſt to that Propor- | 
tion, which they underſtood God of old required in 
the Old Teſtament; and to which Chri# and St, Paul 


referred them in the New. 
And this Univerſal Cuſtom came afrerwards to be 


ſettled by particular Gifts of Great and Wealthy Per- 


ſons, and at laſt to be Eſtabliſh'd by Imperial Edits, 
and EccleſiaFfical Canons; as alſo by particular National 
Laws and Statutes in every Countrey. 

Can any Title be ſo valid, or indiſputable, as that 


: of a Free-Gift ? If not, then, 
(3.) The Clergy have as much Right to the Tenth, 


as any Freeholder, or Tenant, can have to the other | 
Nine Parts ; Becauſe the Tenth is the Free-Gift of our 
Forefathers, who had as much Right to ſettle it as | 


they themſelves pleas'd, as any Freeholder can have 
to ſettle his Eſtate at this Day. For as Legal Pro- 
prietors of their Lands, they lawfully might, and in- 
deed have effectually ſo far honoured God with their 
Subſtance, as to have beſtow'd for ever upon his Mi- 
ni ſters, for a conſtant Reward of their Labours, the 
Tenth of all the Increaſe ariſing from thoſe their 
Eſtates. Whence it muſt needs follow, that they who 
now pay Tythes, are no Proprietors of them, and on- 
ly diſcharge a Sacred Truſt repos'd in them, by the 
Will of their Pious Forefathers, and the Laws of this 
Land; and therefore have no Power, in Nature, 
Equity, Reaſon, or Religion, to fruſtrate, or re- 
voke former Grants made of them; nor to alienate; 
or pervert any part of the Tythes, from the Wil and 


Intent of the Donors; And whoeyer does fo, is Sui 
0 
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of falſifying the Will of the Dead, and com- 


mits at once the horrid Sins of Robbery and — 


crilege. 


This, 1 hope, is ſuſneient at leaſt to convince 
Church men of their Miniſters Right to that Main- 


tenance by Tythes, Eſtabliſh'd by the Laws of this 
Church and Nation. 


I have but one thing more to recommend to the 


Conſideration of the Laity, concerning this Matter 
of Ththes, and I have done. 


The (.) is, That Churchmen eſpecially would 
conſider, that this ſettled Maintenance of their Mi- 
niſters by Tythes, puts them out of the Reach of any 
Temptation to betray them, either in their Spiritual 


or Temporal Concerns. So that the Clergy of Eng- 


land may truly ſay with St. Paul, they ſeek not Tbeirs 
but Them. For they need not go about a begging 
with their Bag and Bottle, nor depend upon the Pub- 

lick Box, or Quarterly Meeting, like thoſe Dark _ 
Lanthorns, who can retire to their Looms or Laſts 


whenever they fail to pleaſe their Hearers. 
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Now this Dependance upon the People's Bounty, -— 


makes Miniſters Tongues and Actions ſubſervient to 
the Humours and Ambition of perverſe and igno- 


rant Men ; it makes them that they never dare ſay, 


or do any Thing, but what is ſure to pleaſe; and 
like Micab's Levite, or Jeroboam's Prieſt, to bow down = 


to any Teraphim or Calf that their Maſters ſet up. 


Surely, nothing can be ſo fulſom and contempti- 


ble as ſuch Preachers, who ſerve the Lord only that 


they may ſerve their Beliies ; and to ſerve their Ends, 
muſt ſerve the Times, and in them the various Luſfs 
and Intereſts of Men, though in their Conſequences 8 


never ſo pernicious to Prince or People. 


But the Clergy have no Temptation to handle the 
Mord of God deceitf ully ; : Nor to flatter and ſooth, and 
humour Men's Lofts and Paſſions. And whethe: 0 

the 


Enemies of the Church and Crown can never forget or 


24 A Viſitation 8SERMON. 
the People will hear them , or whether they will Ferbear 
their Maintenance is ſtill the ſame; and therefore 
they may (as in the Sight of God all honeſt and in- 
genuous Miniſters ought to do) dare ſpeak the Truth MW 1 
boldly, and tell their People plainly of their Faults, 
without Hypocriſy, without Partiality, or preferring R 
" one ore Anbtberr. „„ 
The Apoſtle gloried in this, that they were not IR 
as many who corrupted the Word of God; i. e. To ſerve 4 
their vile Purpoſes, but that as of Sincerity, as of Grd,  P: 
in the Sight of God, they ſpoke in Chriſt ; and that the 
Clergy of England might follow their Steps, our Late 
moſt Gracious Queen, of ever-bleſſed Memory (con- Cl 
ſidering that that Iniquity with which this Kingdw 


abounds, proceeded from that Contempt which was the 
owing to the Poverty of the Clergy) parted with a Di 
_ conſiderable Branch of her Royal Revenue, to aug: ct 


ment their Maintenance; a Bounty ſo large, ſo pious 
in its Deſign, and ſo beneficial in its Effects to the 
Church of God, and to the whole Kingdom, that 
not the preſent Age only, but late Poſterity ſhall 
have Cauſe to bleſs the Memory of that Excellent 
Queen, notwithſtanding the baſe Ingratitude, and 
the dirty Reflections of thoſe wretched inhuman 
Ranſackers of Graves, who diſturb her Royal Aſhes, 
Her Bounty to the Clergy, is no doubt one of 
the greateſt Blemiſhes of Her Reign, and what the 


Z 1 
But that Churchmen or Clergymen ſhould take 
upon them, to vilify , aſperſe, and lampoon Her 

Sacred Memory, only in Hopes of pleaſing /om! 
Men, and thereby of skrewing themſelves into 

Places of Profit, and better Preferment, is ſuch an 
Unchriſtian-like, ſuch a Scandalous Behaviour, 
as deſerves not only the Hatred and Contempt of 

all Men of Honour, as have any Reſpect for 
 Crown'd Heads, but even the Reſentment 1 7 

5 8 „„ 
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Preſent Government. Becauſe ſuch Miſcreants can 
never be true to any Government for any long Time, 
upon any other Principle, but that of Self. Inte- 
reſt; -- GE 5 


Pardon me, Brethren 3 if my Zeal for our late 


Royal Benefactreſs has happily carried me beſide my 
Text, which She ſo well put in Practice, for ſuch 
Reaſons, as, I hope, will prevail with others to imi- 
tate Her Example, and with which I conclude this 


Diſcourſe. 


For, (1.) That Pious Queen conſider'd, that the 
Clergy made up a conſiderable Body of the Nation; 
that the Church of England had been ever accounted 


the Glory of the Reformation, without which even the 


Diſſenters themſelves could not continue their Pra- 


Qice ; that ſuch a well-conſtituted Church, as kept a 
Medium between the two Extremes of Popiſh Su- 
perſtition, and Fanatick Anarchy, could never be ſup- 
ported by a poor deſpicable and mendicant Miniſtry; 
that in many Places of Her Kingdom , Miniſters 


Maintenance was ſo ſlender and Incompetent , that 
without the additional Bounty of their piouſly- _ 
diſpos d People, they could not poſſibly ſubſiſt upon 
it; yet, that inſtead of communicating to their Ne- 


ceſſities, many unreaſonable Men on the contrary 
detain'd that Pittance from them which was their 
due ; that, by reaſon of their Poverty and large 
Families, it was to no Purpoſe for many of the Cler- 


gy to contend with rich and obſtinate Church- Robbers , 


tor that the Remedy might prove worſe than the 


Diſeaſe ; that by reaſon hereof the Clergy in ma- 


7 


ny Places were poor, their Perſons cheap, and of 
Conſequence their Doctrine contemptible; though 
a ſtrange Inconſiftency, that the People ſhould rob 
their Miniſters of their Right , and after that deſpiſe 


them for their POVERTY. 
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7469 She knew that the Clergy had been ſeparated fur 
the Work of the Miniſtry from their CHildbood; had un- 
dergone many Hardſhips in the Courſe of their Stu- 
dies, to acquire that Learning which was neceſſa. 
ry to qualify them for ſo great and ſacred a Calling: 
that after they had ſpent their Fortune, and the 
Flower of their Age in an ingenuous Education, and 


could not aſterwards turn themſelves to any ſervils 


Employment, moſt of them, (though after many 
tedious and expenſive Applications) had not at laſt 
been ſupplied with Livings, ſufficient to maintain 
them with any tolerable Comfort. Nevertheleſs, 
that how mean ſoever their Benefices were, the Peo— 
ple expected that they ſhould be more liberal and 
charitable, and hoſpitable than other Men; that they 
ſhould maintain their Families decently and hand. 
ſomely; and lay up Portions for their Widows and 
. Orphans : that all theſe Things conſider'd, the mea- 
ner Clergy could not poſſibiy ſubſiſt without ſome 
farther more competent Proviſion made for them. 


For theſe Reaſons, the Bleſſed Queen as a truly 
Nurſing Mother of this Church (foreſeeing that Her 


| Kingdom could not long ſtand without Religion, 
nor Religion it ſelf without an able and learned 
Miniſtry,) gave away the Firſt- Fruits and Tenths to 
the poorer Clergy ; which was ſo ſeaſonable and fo 
large a Bounty, as had not been beſtow'd for the Ser- 
vice of Religion, by any of Her Royal Predeceſſors 
ſince the Reformation. And there immediately fol. 
low'd, as the Reward of it, ſuch a Train of Succel- 
fes and Victories in the enſuing Campaigns , as are 
hardly to be parallel'd in any Hiſtory. Many wor— 
thy and honourable Gentlemen elle ig Her Royal 
Example, have ſince laid out conſiderable Sums of 
Money for the ſame pious Uſe, to render her Bounty 
yet more effectual. May the Lord proſper hem, 
ang teltote it to them an hundredfold , in ibs the 
the 
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the World to come : May they proſper for ever that 
love as; May Peace be within their Walls, and Plente- 


ouſneſ's within their Palaces : For my Brethren and Com- 


panions ſake, may God, according to his Promiſe, 


open the Windows of Heaven, and pour out a Bleſ- 
ſing upon their Inherit ances, that there ſhall not be 


room enough to receive it. Malachi III. 9. 


9U0D vero, Patres Freer in Chriſto plurimum 
Reverend, ad noſtrum Munus attinet, non eſt nunc dicen- 


| di Locus, neque Neceſſi tas, cum 4 vobis inſtitui, 5 
iam vos inſtituere, jam primum ſtatuiſſem. 


Veruntamen de uno ſaltem neceſſario quod ad Eccleſe 74 WY 


; maxime, idim ſentire ovtend aiming verum in Paris 


| difſentientes nos in vicem diligere; & tum Doctrind ſana, 


- tum morum probitate , exemplaria noſtro Grep1, & Eccle- 


% Dei ſalutifera nos exhibere ; ut ſi fieri poteſt, ora homi- 


mus. 
Noſtis enim, Fratres, 4 wiris ſubdolis, fam Eakfie, 
quam Fee Hoſtibus &raremwuozvs euapme; , 2 Pet. 


per juros; B Bellique recentis inte {tint Fautor CS Pr azcipuos. 
5 ergo, amputare occaſi nem iis qui exoptant occa- 


Preſulibus, quam Proceribus , nullam ulla in re præ-— 
bentes Offenſationem , ne vituperetur miniſterium; 


& nos. 


5 Denique per omnia, uti monet eee, Exhiba 
| WY nofiplos Exemplaria bonorum operum , in Dodrina 
t {otegricarem, Gravitatem, Sermonem ſanum, qui 


damnari non poſſit, ut, qui ſeſe ex adverſo op- 


dicant mali. ” 
In 


glicanæ Pacem, no ſtramque tam Temporaneam, quam ter- 
| nam Salutem plurimum conducit, ut quam paucis vos Com- 
7 monefaciam , concedite. Hoc ef, ut quantum Poſſumus 


num mente en Kron maxime obſtrua- | 


2. 14. 10s falso delatos eſſe, ut pore Ambarum Proditores 


frenem, obtemperando Regi, necuon ſub eo conſlitutis, tam 


ut in eo, de quo Sectarij glorian ur, inveniantur quales 


ponunt, erubeſcant , nihil habcnres , „quod de vobis 


i 
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In a word, Men, Brethren, and Fathers, let both | 
Miniſters and People ſtudy one anothers Good, and 
promote one anothers Happineſs ; and for our mu— 


_ tual Credit here, and future Comfort hereafter, ſo 
live together as Brethren and Chriſtians ought to do 
in Love and Peace; that finally we may both be 
accounted worthy to enter into the Joy of our Com- 
mon Maſter, and evermore rejoice. in one another 
77. Amen 
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